chncsdag Devotional 05/07/25

Ephcsians 3 14-21
Dietrich E\onhoc#cr (| utheran T|1c0|ogian) on |ntercession prayer:

A Chnstlan community cither lives }33 the intcrccssorg prayers of its members for one
another, or the community will be dcstrogcd.' | can no longcr condemn or hate other
Chﬁatians for whom I pray, no matter how much trouble thcg cause me. [rl intcrccssorg
prayer the face that may have been strange and intolerable to me is transformed into the face
of one for whom (Christ died, the face of a pardonch sinner. | hatis a blessed discovcrg for
the Christian who is bcginning to offer intercessory Pragcr{:or others. As far as we are
concerned, there is no dislike, no PcrsOna[ tension, no disunitg or strife that cannot be
overcome 135 intercessory prayer. lntcrccssorg prayer i;s the Puri{:ging bath into which the

individual and the community must enter every c[ay.

Ogcring intercessory prayer means nothing other than Christians bringing one another
into the presence of Gocl, 5ccing cach other under the cross of Jcsus as poor human bcings
and sinners in need o{gracc. T hen, cvcrytl’ming about other Pcop[c that rcPc|s me falls away. )
Then | see them in all their nccd, hardship, and distress. T heirneed and their sin become so
I-nr:avg and oPprcssivc to me that | feel as if thcg were my own, and | cando not]-aing else but

bid: [ ord, you 5our5cff. you alone, deal with them according to Hourfirmncss and your

gOOC’ ness.

|ntcrccssor3 prayer is also a c{ailg service C}vistians owe to God and one another.
T hose who dcng their ncighbors prayers of intercession dcny them a service Cl-uristians are
called to Pchorm. [:urthcrmorc, it is clear that intcrccssorg Pragcris not 5omct|1ing gcncra[
and vague, but somctl-ling very concrete. |tis interested in spcchcic persons and spccific
difficulties and therefore 5pcciFic requests. T|1c more concrete my intcrccssorg prayer

becomes the more Promising itis....

Do we rca“‘lj have true c.oml::assicm for the PcoP|c around us?




