Romans — What is Real Faith?
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I remember when | was a kid, | had to deal with losing my baby teeth. When |
lost a baby tooth, | was told by my parents that it needed to be taped under my
pillow and while I slept, a little tooth fairy would come and collect it. Every time |
would have a baby tooth taped under my pillow, in the morning when | woke up,
there would be no tooth, but quarter and a small drawing of a tooth fairy. What |
didn’t know at the time was that my mom would make the small drawing of a
tooth fairy. My parents also had put a quarter under my pillow. After the second
baby tooth was put under the pillow and | had found the new items, | had faith
that every time | put a baby tooth under my pillow, | would receive a drawing
(always a different fairy) and quarter under my pillow. It is said that the Vikings
would carry their children’s baby teeth with them for blessings and protection
from evil spirits. During the 17™ century in Europe, it was thought that burying a
child’s tooth under a tree would help cause their adult teeth to grow. Then, a
small creature like a mouse was added to the story. This creature would look for
lost teeth and would exchange a gift for the baby tooth. Then this story was
upgraded to a fairy type creature which we have today. | actually thought that
tooth fairy did exist. Now, | didn’t have as much faith in Santa Claus. We never
had a chimney, so | had a harder time believing Santa Claus. As we grow into
adults, these childhood beliefs fade away. We then find new things to have faith
in. It seems like we're always searching for something to have faith in. Something
we can trust in. We try to trust our family or other adults we look up to. Most
people try to have faith in themselves. We need something to have faith in.
When we lose faith in something, we usually feel empty and lost. Faith plays a key
role in the Christian life. In fact, John Wesley, John Calvin, Martin Luther, and
many other leaders of the Church were greatly influenced by Paul’s teaching on
faith. In fact, the Scripture we'll be reading today helped to start the Reformation
Period in history during the 1500's.

Let’s turn to Romans 1: 16 where we read this, “16 Eor | am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
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