Grace for Today

06/04/2023

Grace is one of those words that can hard to understand and because of this; |
believe grace is often misused. We celebrated Memorial Day weekend last
weekend and it was a good time to reflect on how the freedom we enjoy today
came at a great price. All you have to do is drive to Arlington Cemetery or take a
short drive to Gettysburg Battlefield and walk around the white tombstones that
line the cemetery. Many lives were lost for the freedoms we enjoy today. One of
the reasons | still vote is because of the cost. Sometimes, | don’t feel like voting,
but | do anyway. A lot of people died for our freedoms and we get upset when we
see it mistreated. When we see an American flag burned or monuments torn
down, it grieves us because we know the sacrifice many mothers had to go
through in giving up their sons and daughters for this country. How thankful we
should be in being allowed to be born here. Sometimes, we just don’t understand
why people do the things they do out of disrespect for their own country. Butyou
know something? The same kind of disrespect can happen within the Church and
that should make us upset or at least concerned. What do | mean by this? As we
finish up this sermon series today, we'll finally talk about an issue that has
troubled the New Testament Church since its beginning. We finished up on Peter
last week, and today we’ll touch on something that Jude, Jesus’ half-brother,
addressed to his Church during his day and to ours.

Let’s turn to Jude and we’ll start at verse 1 where Jude states this, “Jude, a
servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James. To those who have been called,
who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: Mercy, peace and love
be yours in abundance. Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you
about the salvation we share. | felt compelled to write and urge you to contend
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God'’s holy people. For certain
individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped
in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a
license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. Though
you already know all this, | want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered
his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. And the
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