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During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln had to deal with many 

failures. During the early part of the Civil War, Lincoln had appointed many 

miliary leaders through politics. Some became Generals because they had helped 

Lincoln get elected. The problem was many of them were unfit to lead anything.

Many just wanted the military title so that it could help their career. It pained 

Lincoln to do this because he knew the Confederate Army had a great crop of 

Generals who knew how to lead men and win battles. This turn out to be true 

early in the war and the Confederate Army won many battles even when they 

were out numbered by the Union Army. There was great pressure put on Lincoln 

because many newspapers blamed the failures of the Union Army on him. Lincoln 

was a great President, but he did make mistakes like every President we ever had 

does. We live in a world that sees failure as weakness. We saw the pressure that 

was put on the athletes during past Olympics. We saw Simone Biles, a six-time 

Olympic medalist withdraw from competition because of the mental strain. To 

many of these athletes, failure is not an option. For many of these athletes that 

don't win medals, they become traumatized because they feal they had failed 

their country. Lincoln felt the same way because of all the men that died during 

these battles. He at times felt like he had failed his country. We don't handle 

failure well, do we? Just watch the NFL and MLB and see how fans react when 

their team loses. They throw items onto the field or throw things at the players. 

Failure is not a pleasant word in the Church world either. Sometimes we're afraid 

to start something new because what if it fails? What will people think of us? 

Maybe we just don't want to fail God. Maybe we don't like failure because it 

makes us look bad. I heard a business instructor one time talk about failure and 

how we should look at it. He stated failure can be a great opportunity for success. 

That's an interesting thought for the world we live in. As Christians, how should 

we view failure within the Church? 

Let's start with Acts 12: 25. Luke tells us this, "When Barnabas and Saul had 

finished their mission in Jerusalem, they returned to Antioch, taking John Mark 

with them. (NLT, 1720)" Here we have a story of Barnabas and Saul. This was the 
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beginning of Paul's ministry and Barnabas, the encourager, was training Paul and 

encouraging him. Scripture tells us in Acts 11 that a great famine was predicted 

for the Roman world. So, the Church in Antioch decided to send relief to their 

brothers and sisters in Judea. We talked last week how the early Church was big 

on helping each other because they were filled with the Spirit of God. So it was 

decided that Barnabas and Paul would take the relief to the elders in Jerusalem. 

Then the Scripture we had read fits in. They had finished with their mission and 

they returned to Antioch with a young guy named John Mark. We find in 

Colossians 4:10 that Mark is Barnabas's cousin. Plus, the early Church met at a 
house that was the home of Mary, Mark's mother. Luke states this in Acts 12: 12 

about Peter, "After a little thought, he went to the home of Mary, the mother of 

John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. (NLT, 1719" We see here that 

Mark is part of the early stages of the growth of the Church. In fact, he is exposed 

to the teachings of Peter and the other apostles of Jesus. After Barnabas and Paul 

are done dropping off the items to the Church in Jerusalem, they take Mark with 

them as they go back to Antioch. Mark is now joined in their work. However, 

something happens in Acts 13: 13 and we read this, "Now Paul and those with 
him left Paphos by ship for Pamphylia, landing at the port town of Perga. There 

John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. But Barnabas and Paul traveled 

inland to Antioch of Pisidia. (NLT, 1722 Barnabas and Paul are continuing their 
work for Jesus and suddenly Mark leaves to go back to Jerusalem to his home. 

Scripture doesn't give us a direct answer to why Mark suddenly leaves. Was he 

homesick, maybe he didn't like working with Paul, or maybe the work was too 

stressful for him? We don't know, all we know is that Mark left and this would 
create a bigger problem in Acts. Some time goes by and in Acts 15: 36, Paul and 

Barnabas finish their mission work that Mark was suppose to help them with. 

Luke tells us this, "After some time Paul said to Barnabas, "Let's return to each 

city where we previously preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new 

believers are getting along. Barnabas agreed and wanted to take along John 

Mark. But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark had deserted them in 

Pamphylia and had not shared in their work. Their disagreement over this was so 

sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed for 

Cyprus. Paul chose Silas, and the believers sent them off, entrusting them to the 
Lord's grace. So they traveled throughout Syria and Cilicia to strengthen the 

churches there. (NLT, 1729)" So, they had decided to go back to the cities they 

2 



{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

