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If you read about the life of Dr. David Livingstone, you find a life that was filled
with adventure and danger. Dr. Livingstone was known as a missionary to Africa in
the mid 1800’s. He was also a great explorer who wanted to track rivers in Africa
in the hope of giving tribes another avenue for trade instead of depending on
human slave trade. He lived in harsh conditions and was away from his family for
great periods of time. What drove him to work in such harsh conditions away
from his family? He had a great love for the African people and he was called by
God. He didn’t just give them the Gospel Message, but also wanted to improve
their way of life all the way around. It was love that drove Dr. David Livingstone
into the dark jungles of Africa and drove him to stay there till he died in 1873 from
malaria. Love and faith are two of the most important elements in a Christian life.
When we have this relationship with Jesus, His love flows through us by the filling
of the Holy Spirit. The problem is we sometimes forget it does require some work
from us. One example can be found from the teachings of John Wesley. In Leo
George Cox’s book, John Wesley’s Concept of Perfection, he writes how Wesley
saw love: love cannot reign supreme until its opponent is destroyed. Sin is the
opponent of love. This is why every day we put on the whole armor of God to do
battle with sin and satan (Ephesians 6: 10-18). This requires us daily work until we
die which means there is no retirement from this work because our opponent
does not stop working when we stop working. Sin and satan is all around us every
day. Something happens when we stop working with the Lord or when we stop
putting on the full armor because we have decided to retire from doing work for
the Lord. Let’s take a look into what Paul states about this.

As we finish up on 1 Thessalonians, we read this in 5: 12 — 15, “*? But we ask
you, brothers and sisters, to recognize those who diligently labor among you
and @are in leadership over you in the Lord, and give you Pinstruction, **and that
you regard them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one
another. ** We urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the Bunruly,



encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. **See
that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek what is good for one
another and for all people. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)”

This is an interesting piece of Scripture here from Paul to the Church. First,
Paul tells the Church to recognize those who diligently work among them and
those who are in leadership that work diligently. Paul is talking about those who
work for the Kingdom of God. The Church is to hold them in the highest regard in
love because of their work. Then, Paul tells the Church to warn those who are
idle, disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with
everyone. Plus, make sure nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive
to do what is good for each other. Paul is letting the Church know in a nice way
they have two options in how to live within the church family. You can either be
idle or work. | believe Paul wanted the whole Church to follow the first group —
those who work diligently for the Kingdom of God. We can’t take what Paul is
saying here lightly. In verse 14, Paul tells the Church through the Holy Spirit that
they are to warn those who are idle and disruptive. Another translation uses the
term “unruly” instead of “idle”. So, | looked up the Greek term Paul uses here and
it is “ataktos” which means “unruly”. Boy, that leaves us off the hook — it’s safe to
say that most of us are not unruly so Paul is not talking to us. Let’s stop there for a
moment because I’'m not done with the definition — it continues. The rest of the
definition is "idle, lazy” (Strong’s Concordance). Many times, those who are lazy
and idle can become unruly. However, it makes sense that Paul would use a word
that also mean idle and lazy because that is the opposite of a diligent worker that
he talks about in verse 12. Sin and satan is the great enemy of the Church, but
being idle and lazy in the building up of the Kingdom of God is close behind. We
have allowed our culture to tell us how to do Church work. Since we retire from
our secular jobs, these means we can retire from building up the Kingdom of God
as well. Dr. Livingston didn’t believe this. He worked hard till he died at the age of
sixty in Africa by spreading the Gospel Message. The great danger for the Church
is when we withdraw from helping to build the Kingdom of God, we become idle.
| would use the word lazy, but that might be a too strong of a word for us. Let’s
stay with “idle”. | looked up the term “idle” and | found this definition: Something

2



that is inactive, not in use, or not performing any useful work (Al). Well, | don’t
think idle is any better than lazy. Paul didn’t want the Church to become inactive,
not in use, or not performing any useful work. Paul is talking to those who like to
sit on the side lines and want everyone else to do the work. However, Paul knew
the bad side of idle work within the Church. When people become inactive or not
performing any useful work, there is a good chance that something else will take
the place of active work. That is complaining and finding fault with anything that
is done in Church. In fact, those in idle positions usually do the opposite of those
who work hard for Jesus. The ones who work hard for Jesus are those who usually
encourage the disheartened, help the weak, and are patient with everyone. Paul
knew this and since he was the leader of the Gentile Church, he wanted them to
be all on board in wanting to do work in building up the Kingdom of God. So, in a
nice way, Paul is telling the people to not be inactive and do not stop performing
any useful work like spreading the Gospel Message which actually is not that hard
to do. One can hand out Bibles or tell others about Jesus. There is a bigger issue
here. If we become idle, then there is a danger of becoming lukewarm for
working for the Kingdom of God. Jesus tells the Church this in Revelation 3: 14-19,
“14“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:

The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 2Origin of the creation of God, says
this: > ‘l know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; | wish that you were
cold or hot. 1So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will vomit
you out of My mouth. 7 Because you say, “l am rich, and have become wealthy,
and have no need of anything,” and you do not know that you are wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked, | advise you to buy from Me gold refined by
fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe
yourself and the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to
apply to your eyes so that you may see.  Those whom I love, | rebuke and
discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)

When we become idle, there is a good chance one will lose their zeal in serving
the Lord or they can become lukewarm. Jesus tells the church in verse 19 to be
zealous and repent instead of being lukewarm. Another term that is used for
zealous can be “diligent”. The Greek term means eagerly desire, show zeal, feel
an attitude or emotion of deep concern (Strong’s Concordance)” This church that
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Jesus is talking to is rich in the culture’s eyes, but their relationship with Jesus had
cooled or was always cold. They were more concerned about worldly life or
themselves than about the Kingdom of God and they became idle. When this
happens, then we no longer have a real concern for the souls of those around us.
We develop an indifference for the people around us. The definition for the word
indifference is the state of lacking interest, concern, or emotional investment in a
person, idea, or situation. We then become indifferent about the Kingdom of God
and we usually don’t realize it because we have become blind and unfeeling for
the lost. We’re more concerned in pleasing ourselves. Jesus tells the Church to
be zealous and diligent, not lukewarm or idle. If we go back to the letter to
Thessalonians, Paul is only preaching Jesus. Paul gives some reasons why
followers of Jesus can’t be idle.

Let’s continue and read 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-28 where we read this,

“1% Rejoice always, Y pray without ceasing, 8in everything give thanks; for this is
the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. ¥ Do not quench the Spirit, 2 do not utterly
reject @prophecies, 2! but examine everything; hold firmly to that which is

good, 2 abstain from every ®form of evil. 2 Now may the God of peace Himself
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept

complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2% Faithful is He
who calls you, and He also will do it. 2 Brothers and sisters, pray for us'9. 26 Greet
all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. ?” | put you under oath by the Lord

to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters. 2® May the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)

If we become idle in the work of the Kingdom of God, we may lose focus on our
own spiritual development as well as being indifferent to the building of God’s
Kingdom. Paul gives a strong list here that can help one not become idle because
they’ll help one see the real need to continue to build the Kingdom of God. Paul
starts off by telling us we should spend time rejoicing in the Lord, pray without
ceasing, and in everything give thanks to the Lord. These elements help to keep
our spiritual journey open to the filling of the Holy Spirit which will help us see the
bigger picture about the need to serve Jesus in the building of His Kingdom. An
idle Christian can become indifferent toward the lost and that is part of being a
lukewarm follower of Jesus. This means our love has cooled for Jesus and for
others. That is not what Jesus wants from the Church He died for. The list Paul



gives here is the will of God for us. We can’t run from this. We must embrace it
because it will help us to stay away from wanting to be idle for the Kingdom of
God. Then, Paul tells them to keep from all evil. This doesn’t mean you keep
watch on every body else. This means you spend time making sure through the
Spirit that you are holy and righteous through Jesus. | say this because Paul states
in verse 23 to make sure we are kept blameless and this is done by allowing
ourselves to be sanctified entirely. We may call this entire sanctification.
Sanctified comes from the root word for holy and it means to be set apart for God
and for God’s special use. The term “idle” does not fit anywhere in being in the
state of entire sanctification. What Paul states in verse 23: may your spirit and
soul and body be kept complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, fits into the mold of entire sanctification. Being idle hurts this process
through the Holy Spirit. As Paul states in verse 19, let’s not quench the Holy Spirit
and being idle does just that. | know doing work for the Kingdom of God is not
always easy, but it is the will of God that we continue to live out His command to
us before He went into Heaven in Matthew 28. We do this out of love for Him.
Let’s be zealous for Jesus. This is His will for us.

Matthew 28: 18 — 20, “I have been given complete authority in heaven and on
earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to
obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am with you
always, even to the end of the age. (NLT)
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