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Do you remember when you were in school. Did you like teachers who told
you in advance about quizzes and test or the teachers who liked to give pop
quizzes and tests? | didn’t like any quizzes or tests, but if | had to pick the teacher,
it would be the one who would give advanced notice on quizzes and tests. |
needed time to think about the material and to study potential answers because
of having a poor memory. Most of the time, we like advanced notice of
something. When someone comes to visit, we like notice so we can get
everything cleaned up. It sure would be nice if our house appliances and vehicles
would give us a two week notice that they were going to have a part go bad or
that they would stop working. Just think if we would could get notice of when we
are going to die. What would we do? Try to see people or try to get everything in
order. Look how some preachers try to pinpoint the return of Jesus. Many of
these preachers write books in the hope to make as much money as possible
before Jesus’ return. That’s an interesting thought. Anyway, the early church had
questions about the second coming of Jesus. Some thought Jesus was coming
right away and they were waiting. The problem was relatives were dying and
Jesus hadn’t returned yet. We talked a little about this last week. The
Thessalonians weren’t sure how to handle the death event. Paul addresses the
issue because if he didn’t, a false teacher would. So, we’re going to take a look at
how Paul instructed them on waiting because this will help us to get into the right
frame of mind on waiting for Jesus.

Let’s start by looking at 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-3 where we read this, “5 Now as to
the periods and @times, brothers and sisters, you have no need of anything to be
written to you. 2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord is
coming just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!”
then sudden destruction Pwill come upon them like labor pains upon a pregnant
woman, and they will not escape. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)”




Here, we have Paul addressing the time issue of Jesus’ second and final return.
The Thessalonians thought Jesus would be coming back right away so they were
awaiting impatiently which | have some respect for. They believed Jesus was
coming back again — good example of faith. Paul is telling them there is no way of
knowing the exact time of Jesus’ return.  Paul knows this because he is only
preaching Jesus here. Jesus made this statement in Matthew 24: 36, “However,
no one knows the day or the hour when these things will happen, not even the
angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. (NLT)” So, Paul makes
a strong statement that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
Jesus doesn’t even know the day and time, only the Father so when Jesus does
come back, it’ll be unexpected by many like when a thief breaks into a home. Paul
uses about the same statement from Jesus in Matthew 24: 43, “Know this: A
homeowner who knew exactly when a burglar was coming would stay alert and
not permit the house to be broken into. You also must be ready all the time. For
the Son of Man will come when least expected (NLT)” Even though Jesus doesn’t
know the time His Father has picked, Jesus does know He will come when least
expected. This made me think for a moment. The Thessalonian Church actually
had the right faith and groundwork for the second and final return of Jesus. Paul
doesn’t tell them to stop expecting Jesus, he tells them He could come tomorrow
or 1000 years from now (my paraphrase). You see, Paul wanted them to know
there is no known time of Jesus return for mankind to know, but they must
continue to wait like they were doing. If they didn’t, then something else would
happen. Paul states in verse 3 that many will say peace and safety because they
have become used to Jesus not coming. In other words, we have a danger of stop
being concerned for when Jesus will return, so we go about doing earthly things.
Then Jesus’ second return becomes pushed further and further back until we
never think about it at all. Paul didn’t want them to become unconcerned about
Jesus’ return. Paul, an Old Testament scholar, would know about this type of
thinking. God had issues with the prophets and priests when Jerusalem was going
to be taken by the Babylonians in the Old Testament. God warned the people
about what was going to happen, but the prophets and priests said something
else to the people. Jeremiah makes mention of it in Jeremiah 6: 14, “They offer




superficial treatments for my people’s mortal wound. They give assurances of
peace when all is war. (NLT)” In other words, God gave warning about coming
destruction, but the priests and prophets told the people there was nothing to
worry about — peace is coming instead. Look at us today. Do we really believe
Jesus is coming back again for the final time on this earth. There is going to be the
final judgment for mankind. Do we really believe Jesus can come back tonight or
tomorrow? Think about this — when was the last time you thought about Jesus’
second return? Was it this morning, yesterday, last week, last month, or maybe it
was last year? Maybe we should look at our calendar for 2026. How much of it is
already filled with activities and doctor appointments for the whole year. We also
make room for all the fun things we like to do. Not once have we thought about
or wondered if we’ll be able to fulfill these activities before Jesus’ return. Let’s be
honest, Jesus’ return or the Day of the Lord is not as important to us as it should
be. If it was, we would be more concerned about those around us who don’t
know Jesus as their Savior. If Jesus comes within two hours from now, it’ll be too
late for the lost. You see, the Thessalonian Church were concerned about Jesus’
return and Paul didn’t want them to become like the people of the Old Testament
who thought they were safe and had time before the Babylonians came to destroy
them. They were not safe. We think we are safe today. Jesus wasn’t come back
yet, so we’re safe. Jesus tells us in Matthew 24: 37 — 42 about how it will be when
He does return, “*” For @the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of
Noah. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the
ark, 3°and they did not Plunderstand until the flood came and took them all away;
so will the coming of the Son of Man be. ¥ At that time there will be two men in
the field; one Ywill be taken and one Ywill be left. ** Two women will be grinding
at the ©@mill; one Bwill be taken and one Elwill be left. ** “Therefore be on the
alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. (NASB —
www.biblegateway.com)” Jesus tells us that the people during Noah’s day were
too busy to try to understand why Noah was building a big boat. Noah and his
family spent a long time building a big boat on dry land and I'm sure people had
to ask what in the world he was doing. I’'m sure Noah told the people about what
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God was going to do. I'm sure the people really didn’t believe Noah because what
Noah was doing had never been done before — build a big boat on dry land, so
they didn’t take the time to try to understand why Noah was doing what he was
doing. The same now. We’ve never seen Jesus and it’s hard for many to believe
what Revelation states about Jesus’ return because it’s never happened before.
Plus, the longer time goes on, the more we think in the back of our minds that
Jesus isn’t coming back during my generation. So, what do we do? We fill our
days with pleasure and what we want to do. We do exactly what the people did
during Noah'’s day right up till the flood came and then it was too late. Jesus tells
us that right before He comes, people will be enjoying banquets, parties, and
weddings right up until His return. In other words, the people will be too busy
living out their lives the way they want and have no concern about their own
spiritual health. If we knew Jesus was coming back tomorrow, | bet most people
would spend time getting themselves spiritually ready — if that would be possible
in just a short notice. Jesus tells us in verse 42, that we must be on “alert” for His
return. Another translation uses the term “watch”. The Greek term used by Jesus
here means to keep watch, be on guard, be vigilant (Strong’s Concordance). So,
Jesus is telling us to be on guard for His return even if it means we must do this till
we die. In other words, we must stay on guard our whole lifetime as followers of
Jesus. So, what does this look like for today. Paul restates what Jesus states if we
go back to Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. Let’s start at 1 Thessalonians 5: 4 —
8, “4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, so that the day would
overtake you “like a thief; *for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are
not of night nor of darkness; °so then, let’s not sleep as Wothers do, but let’s be
alert and ©sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are

drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we are of the day, let’s be Bsober, having put
on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of

salvation. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)” Paul tells the church to be on alert or
watch for Jesus’ return. Again, Paul is only preaching Jesus here. We are not to
sleep, but make sure we put on the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet,
the hope of salvation. We keep watch for Jesus because we have the faith that He
is coming back again. We keep alert out of love for Him. We want to see our




Savior’s face to face because He died for you and me and we have been living out
this relationship without seeing Him face to face. Plus, staying alert for Jesus’
return keeps us focused on what is really important in this life. We shouldn’t be
spending all our time trying to please our own desires, but keeping busy in
reaching the lost. We must put this body armor on daily, not just on Sundays. If
we pray everyday for the Lord to keep us fully in the armor of Christ, it’ll help to
remind us that Jesus could come today and to make sure we keep busy for Jesus.
If not, we’ll start to live in darkness and then we’ll start to get used to that
darkness. Once that happens, then the thoughts of Jesus’ return will become only
a short memory and we’ll become dull to the signs of the coming of the Day of the
Lord.

So, let’s finish with 1 Thessalonians 5: 9-11, “° For God has not destined us
for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, ** who died for
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with
Him. ! Therefore, Blencourage one another and build one another up, just as you
also are doing. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)” So, Paul finishes were by

reminding the church to encourage another and build one another up. Paul
wanted the Thessalonians to continue doing what they were doing with the
thought that Jesus’ return could come at any moment, but could also be a
thousand years from now. Let’s live out God’s gift of salvation to us in eager
expectation that He can come back at any time which will cause us to be more
excited in serving Him and His Kingdom. Jesus tells us that many people will be
like the people during Noah's day. Let’s not be the reason why so many will be
asleep during the return of Jesus. (Lord, help us through your Spirit to realize the
importance of staying alert and awake. Plus, help us to have the faith that you are
coming back again if not tomorrow, then whatever day the Father thinks is best.

Amen)
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