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A missionary tells the story of seeing a funeral in Africa for the first time. It was
in a village and the people of the village was very pagan. As they sat there in the
hot sun, they witnessed the people at this funeral throwing themselves unto the
ground and rolling around while screaming and crying. The missionary states how
they saw horrible hopelessness on the faces of the people at this funeral. These
people believed it was the total end of this dead relative and friend. Then the
missionary tells the story of being asked to do a funeral service a few months
later. This funeral was different because the person who passed away was a
Christian. In fact, the missionary states it was the total opposite of the pagan
funeral. The family ask them to put some joy into the sermon because this person
was enjoying a new life with Jesus and they wanted everyone to know at the
funeral about the hope they can find in Jesus even in death. Two funerals with
two different views on death. Paul had to deal with the issue of death with the
Thessalonian Church. They were a new church and they had some legit questions
on how a follower of Christ was to handle death. During this time period, some
people would pay for people to cry and weep during a funeral. We have questions
today about death as well. Is it ok to be cremated or what kind of service should
one have today — no service or just have a memorial service at a later time. We
have questions today just as the Thessalonians did. Let’s take a closer look at how
Apostle Paul addresses these questions.

Let’s turn to 1 Thessalonians 4: 13, where we read this, “*3 But we do not want
you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who ?are asleep, so that
you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope. (NASB —
www.biblegateway.com)

We have to keep in mind here that Paul is writing to a new church with new
Christians or we can say babies in Christ. So, the first question that they would
have is what happens to a Christian when they die? The second question is what



happens to those who die before Jesus comes back again? There was some
teaching that was going around that Jesus was coming back very soon — like in
their lifetime. The problem was some people weren’t able to hold on and they
died. So, this new church had some good questions about death. They didn’t
have a New Testament Bible like we do, they had to ask questions. So, Paul
doesn’t want them to be uninformed. In Greek, the word “uninformed” comes
from the same root as “agnostic” which means not knowing in Greek (Wesley
Bible Commentary). Paul didn’t want the church to be misled about death. You
know how people will start to make up stuff to fill the void of ignorance. On
Friday, as | was going up to Rocky Ridge County Park, | saw signs for no parking all
along both sides of the road. The signs had the township name on them. | then
saw a plant nursey setting up their grass field for parking. Every year, the nursery
would have special events and the parking would always get out of hand. People
would park in people’s yards without asking for permission. So, | put two and two
together and thought the signs were put up by the township because people
complaint about the parking. When | came in on Saturday, a park employee asked
what was going on because police were driving around the area. They stated a
neighbor to the park told them there had bean a shooting and the signs were put
up and the police were investigating the scene. The police were actually just
checking on the parking situation. There had been no shooting, but | had a hard
time getting the park employee to believe me. Paul didn’t want the church to
start getting bad advice or wrong information on death. So, Paul starts by telling
them he didn’t want them to be uninformed about those who sleep in death or
asleep depending on your translation. The Greek term for “asleep” means to
sleep and can also mean to die. Paul is using a soft term here. It’s like instead of
asking someone “when did they die”, we may ask instead “when did they pass
away”. We'll say pass away because it sounds softer and more caring. In verse 14
which we’ll read shortly, Paul tells the church that Jesus died and arose again.
Paul doesn’t use the softer term here. Some may grab what Paul is saying and say
we sleep in the grave until Jesus comes back and I've heard this before by a
famous TV preach. Always remember what Jesus told the criminal beside Him on
the cross as both were dying in Luke 23: 43, “I assure you, today you will be with




me in paradise (NLT)”. Jesus doesn’t tell the criminal who believed in Jesus that
he’ll have to wait until He comes back again. Plus, | can’timage a7 by 4 holein a
ground as paradise. That criminal is in paradise as we speak. When we die, we go
to heaven. When Jesus comes back again, we’ll then go to the new heaven that
John talks about in Revelation. John states this in Revelation 21: 1, “Then | saw a
new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had
disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a beautiful bride prepared
for her husband. (NLT)” Paul is giving this young church great hope about death.

Plus, Paul adds that he doesn’t want them to grieve like the rest of mankind,
who have no hope. This is so important. Paul is not telling us we shouldn’t grieve
for a loved one who has passed away. What he is telling us is that followers of
Jesus grieve differently from the rest of mankind. The hope we talked about
earlier is what makes grieving different from how we grieved before we knew
Jesus. One commentary stated this about this piece of Scripture from Paul,
“Christians are not immune to feeling grief when death separates them from a
loved one. There is, however, a vast difference between hopeless grief and grief
tempered by the awareness that death is only a temporary separation. (Wesley
Bible Curriculum). Jesus helps us to see death in a way that is not of this world.
When we grieve over a love one who knew Jesus, we will grieve because we will
miss them greatly on this earth. We may also grieve because of the suffering they
had to go through in death. | like what John Wesley stated about this Scripture
from Paul, “And these, indeed, are the only words which can give lasting comfort
to a spirit whom such an occasion hath wounded. Why should | be so
unreasonable, so unkind, as to desire the return of a soul now in happiness to me
— to this habitation of sin and misery; since | know that the time will come, yea, is
now at hand, when, in spite of the great gulf fixed between us, | shall shake off
these chains and go to him? (Wesley Bible Commentary)” In other words, in
death, we sorrow with hope. Those who do not have Jesus, sorrow in death with
no hope. There is a big difference. John Wesley grieved like all people did, but he
didn’t want those who knew Jesus to come back from heaven. Those who know
Jesus will see death as Hosea did in Hosea 13: 14 which Paul takes and reuses in 1



Corinthians 15: 54, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your
victory? O death, where is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law; but thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. (NASB)” The hope we have in death comes through our Lord Jesus
Christ. What do | mean by this?

Let’s continue in 1 Thessalonians 4: 15 — 17, where we read this, “*For if we

believe that Jesus died and rose from the dead, so also God will bring with

Him those who have fallen asleep ®through Jesus. ** For we say this to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive 9and remain until the coming of the Lord
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. ® For the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a Yshout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. ¥ Then we who are alive, who remain,
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)

Paul tells us that those who believe in Jesus and that He died and rose from the
dead will enjoy the hope in death in two ways. Those who die before Jesus comes
back will get to see the old heaven and the new heaven. Paul is telling the
Thessalonian church that they don’t have to worry about those who die before
Jesus comes back for the second and last time. When Jesus comes back, those
who have died before us will rise to the new heaven and then those who are still
alive will come and meet this old group in the air to meet the Lord. Then Paul tells
us that we will be with the Lord forever —those who know Jesus as their Savior.
Some Christians want to get to heaven to see their loved ones who have already
passed on from this earth to heaven. John, a disciple of Jesus, had a different
view. In 1 John 3:2 he states, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like
Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed
on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (NASB)” We will be like Him and will see
Him just as He is. Those who have this great hope, will fix their sights on making
sure we live a life that is pure with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Death
is not a pleasant thing to watch. We need this hope and Paul knew we needed



this hope to better deal with death. Only the children of God can have this
beautiful and wonderful hope.

To finish, let’s look at 1 Thessalonians 4: 18, “*® Therefore, ©comfort one
another with these words. (NASB — www.biblegateway.com)”

All the Scripture that we looked at we can use to comfort others when dealing
with death, but we should also use them for ourselves. When we keep studying
these Scriptures, they help us through the Holy Spirit to develop a proper view of
death and will help us when death enters our life. We need this because death is
hard to deal with and everyone handles it differently. Paul knew the
Thessalonians were already dealing with the affects of death; they didn’t need
more worry added on top of that. We have a great hope in death. Scripture tells
us so.
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